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East Portland Parks Coalition 
 

MINUTES THURSDAY 
MAY 6, 2010 6:30 – 8:15 PM 1017 NE 117TH AVENUE

Portland, OR 97220
MEETING 
CALLED BY Alesia Reese 

TYPE OF 
MEETING Regular Monthly 

NOTE TAKER Alesia 

ATTENDEES 

Alice Blatt, Wilkes Community Group 
Arlene Kimura, Hazelwood Neighborhood Association 
Alesia Reese, Woodland Park Neighborhood Association 
Mary Walker, Powellhurst-Gilbert Neighborhood Association 
Mark White, Powellhurst-Gilbert Neighborhood Association 
Doug Brenner, Portland Parks and Recreation 

NOTE Centennial Neighborhood Association’s Event: Bringing Down the Fence was well attended 
by neighbors from East Portland. 

EAST PORTLAND EXPOSITION MARK WHITE 

DISCUSSION 
The EXPO event grew out of an experience where grant funds were not available. The idea 
was to create an event where neighbors have a sense of identity and being brought 
together.  

With a background in medical education, bringing diverse interests together is expected. What was not 
expected was the deep recession which impacted fundraising.  The East Portland Chairs Association provided 
resources, but the difficulty was in partnering with Funtastic.  The company insisted on a 3-day event, which 
proved to be an error.  
Lessons learned: 

• Organizationally what you plan for may not be what actually happens 
• Maintain your core idea and stay flexible-up to a point, be able to change as circumstances change 
• Some partnerships are not effective-Funtastic was a disappointment 
• Hot weather proved challenging 
• Identify critical components-Sunday Parkways, for example 
• Examine budget priorities: permits, impacts on non-profit organizations and their volunteers 

This year, the EXPO is broader with more depth. Partnerships come with time and investment. The funding 
limitations provide for opportunities, like the Portland State University student’s capstone project which 
involved media strategies and the use of Internet social networking methods. 

2010 EXPO 

This summer’s event will be held on two days-July 17th and 18th at Ed Benedict Park. 
• Feature 5 live bands each day which are linked to the EXPO’s Entertainment page  
• Multicultural performers to start each day 
• Inflatables for kids which ties into active living demonstrated by Sunday Parkways 
• Sunday Parkways  
• Cooling Corridor will be relocated to a secondary paved path, which will make it 

accessible to those in wheelchairs, too. 
• Movies on both nights 
• International District 
• Art for kids 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

Coalitions support of EXPO Coalition July 17th and 18th 
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WILKES ALICE BLATT

DISCUSSION 

• Wilkes Neighborhood Group will not be holding a Neighbor Night Out event this 
summer. The neighborhood was not successful in recruiting volunteers. 

• Movies in the Park will be the summer highlight 
• Reynolds High School student has volunteered to become a SOLV steward and 

monitor environmental overlay activities 
• Parks Representatives (including Doug and Louis) addressed a meeting with 

neighbors about the issues at the basketball court. Park Bureau workers have 
repaired the split rail fence and have addressed other issues impacting neighbors. 

• Neighborhood is establishing a Park/Trail Neighborhood Patrol due to the seclusion 
and intimidation of the trail for nearby residents. 

• Shrubby continues to be used for public urination and the request of a portable 
restroom for the summer was discussed. 

CONCLUSIONS Concerns for Alice’s welfare are kind, but misplaced.  

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

Contact Reynolds HS student as SOLV Steward Alice On going 

PARKS BOARD  LINDA

DISCUSSION 

• In order to increase diversity of park staff, PP&R has modified its recruitment 
process. They are using a variety of techniques, with a focus on exposing young 
people of color to possible park careers. They are also trying to increase diversity of 
users of parks and park programs. It is important they be able to measure their 
progress toward increased diversity of staff and users. Using surveys to determine 
percentage of minority users tend not to be reliable measures for several reasons, 
including the fact that many who have limited English are reluctant to participate in 
surveys. For the same reason, surveys do not work well to determine what park 
services minorities want. They are trying focus groups and other techniques to 
gather this information. 

CONCLUSIONS Parks Board will continue to examine the issue of diversity among park staff and users. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

Provide update on progress of diversity actions Linda On going 

GATEWAY PARK LINDA

DISCUSSION 

Gateway Park (formerly JJ North/Bingo) site is being ‘managed’ by the Portland 
Development Commission.  The process to establish a Citizen Advisory Committee for park 
planning is a disappointment to members of this coalition. 

• The selection process was not open nor advertised 
• The process involved no application process to identify skills  and interests of 

potential participants, as the Lents Master Planning process accomplished 
• There were no public announcements about the Park planning process 
• There was no apparent effort to involve the community in identifying  interests or 

stakeholders  

CONCLUSIONS East Portland Parks Coalition is disappointed in the lack of public participation in selecting 
members for the Gateway Parks Citizen Advisory Committee. 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

Monitor the Gateway Park CAC Committee On going 

GATEWAY GREEN LINDA
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DISCUSSION 

The project is moving forward and making progress. FOGG (Friends of Gateway Green) will 
be hosting a walk through the site next Thursday (May 13th) at 6 PM. Participants are to 
gather at the Gateway Transit Center (meet at the Concession Stand) to walk from Gateway 
to Maywood Park and back (3 miles, some hills). 

 

POWELL BUTTE The hole is almost complete at the site. Concrete will be poured next year. There will be 
trail modifications. 

POWELLHURST-
GILBERT 

• Arbor Day was very successful 
• Kelly Butte Reservoir: neighborhood has requested modification to allow for a 

HydroPark at the site. 
• Ed Benedict: a planned Bike Blvd. will go through the Park than skirting the park. 
• Raymond Park may have neighborhood access at 115th Avenue if property 

acquisition is possible. 
• Gilbert Heights Parks will have a grand opening soon-request the event to be held 

in conjunction with Neighbor Night Out-August 3rd. 
• Gates Park has a total of 10 acres, including new acquisitions. Neighborhood ideas 

include a multi-use facility, opportunities for equine, farm and agricultural 
activities. 

• Examine expanding the Lents urban renewal district area to support park 
development including parking and accessibility-crosswalks/sidewalks 

EAST PORTLAND 
PARKS 
DOUG 

• Gilbert Heights at 130th will have sidewalks installed by December 
• Economic conditions impacted the decision to delay the bond measure 
• Knott Park-Bayer property demolition will begin soon. 
• Lincoln Park property acquisition demolition will begin May 14th. 
• Gates Property demolition (one house) will begin at end of the month with the 

other property being rented. 

HAZELWOOD 
• Ventura Park Concerts will be held on August 11th, 18th and 25th with Bugerville’s 

Nomad having food for sale; East Portland Community Center will have art 
activities for kids at the events. 

OFF LEASH 
REPORT 

• Portland Parks have advised East Portland neighbors the Off Leash Advisory 
Committee will not include a representative from East Portland. Parks has excluded 
East Portland Advisory member Mary Walker and suggests East Portland create its 
own Committee to monitor off-leash sites.  Alesia/Mark will respond to this action, 
with EPPC review in June. 

CENTENNIAL 

• Members of the EPPC attended the “bring Down the Fence” event at Parklane Park 
this afternoon (May 6th, 4:30 PM). Neighbors from throughout East Portland 
gathered to mark the special collaboration established by Centennial’s leadership, 
including Tom Lewis and Ron and Jan Clemenson. 

PARK LINK • Movies/Concerts in the Park: www.portlandonline.com/parks/index  

EPPC MEETING 

• Alesia will request Park Bureau Recreation Coordinator Alejandro Vidales to 
be the Coalition’s guest at the next meeting to discuss his focus on outreach to 
population groups that tend to be underserved. 

                June 3, 2010 
                6:30 PM 
                East Portland Neighborhood Meeting Room 
                1017 NE 117th Avenue 
                Portland, OR 97220 
                503.823.4550 
 
Reminder: No July or August meetings-have a fun summer! 
 

 Respectfully submitted, 
 Alesia J. Reese 
           East Portland Parks Coalition 


